Carcinogenesis risk assessment of chemicals using medium-term carcinogenesis bioassays.
There is a pressing need for medium term models as alternatives for two year testing of environmental compounds for carcinogenicity and toxicity. Optimally these should be of short duration in vivo, readily performed in the laboratory without the need for specialist equipment, be based on a priori reasoning and scientific principles and use effective surrogates for malignancies. The two models developed in DIMS Institute of Medical Science, the medium-term liver carcinogenesis bioassay and the medium-term multi-organ carcinogenesis bioassay, fulfil these criteria and have the massive advantage of already being used for testing of large numbers of agents.